Is your computer looking like
it is ready for the holidays yet?

Experience Mrs. Wizard’s
latest trip through the eyes
of her laptop, Trixie!

A no holds barred account
of the trials and tribulations
of a spoiled laptop.
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Holiday Desktops
Ditch the Dull Screen

Before long we will be in the throes of holiday magic and madness. With all the
eating, shopping, good will to all, eating and more consuming holiday goodies
than we probably should (did | mention eating?), the spirit of the season can
sometimes get lost in the shuffle. Time spent banging away on a computer
keyboard can be a calming, reaffirming experience when you pay attention to a few
details. Take personalizing to a new level by decorating your computer for the
holidays too.

It can be as simple as changing your color scheme and wallpaper. Or go the
extra mile and change your entire desktop theme, including icons, cursors and
mouse pointers. There are many tools available to help make these changes very
easy, and holiday graphics, cursors, pointers, and themes galore available on the
Internet, just waiting for you to come by and pick them up.

Changing Wallpaper ... If you know anyone who is still staring at those God-
awful clouds or a scene advertising a computer manufacturer on their main screen
(Desktop), please do

them a favor and share 3@} 20
this issue of Losk i | [y maloaper v
CompuQuickTips. 3 x
Wallpaper is nothing ufﬁgu " n
more than a special
graphic used for your ['__} ﬂ-
Desktop background.
Wallpaper is a great "
way to share your ;
photos or special .
graphic collections and #l ;
dress up your COMpUter e
screen at the same P RS SR !
time. i = §

Ever since Windows "as=sk  Fessss (870 B0 O =
98, there has been a Fastipn: [ Backgound Fles el

nice little My Pictures
folder in the My Documents folder to make organizing and finding your personal
image files easier, and as long as you make sure to save and organize your
picture files there in the first place, you should
have no trouble finding just what you need. If
you have a digital camera and a lot of great
photos, this is where they need to go.
Wallpaper is a great way to share your photos
and dress up your computer screen at the
same time.

To change your wallpaper, right click any
empty area of your desktop and choose
Properties. The next window to appear will be

the Display Properties window. If you have a ' Pastan
pre-Windows XP computer, click the & e
Background tab. If you are using Windows XP, e ' "r"’:,
click the tab labled Desktop. Your immediate | [asssmgmew ] |
choices will be in the Background area, but if - _—

you want to tap your My Pictures folder, click the o ]

Browse button to the right. Make sure
Background Files or All Picture Types is showing in the Files of Type box. Find your
My Pictures folder. You may need to open the My Documents folder, then click the
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My Pictures folder to open it. Click the View Manager button and choose Thumbnails so you can E|*
find the picture you want to use easier. When you find it, double click it to make it your new

background. You will be returned to the Display Properties window. Click the little arrow to the right of
the Position box to choose if you want your image stretched, tiled or centered.

If you are a ThumbsPlus user, you have a perfect

tool to help you cut to the chase for wallpaper. Just Wallpaper Tiled chift+F7
use ThumbsPlus to browse your image folders with h
no muss or fuss. When you find the image you want izt b [ox] Centered ol
to use for your background wallpaper, right click on it, Thumbnail b [ Stretched Ctrl+shift+H67
move your mouse pointer down to the wallpaper menu Cor sk » [ Fully Stretched Shift+AlL4FT
area and choose how you want your wallpaper to : ——
display. With Windows (even XP), you are somewhat
limited to the image types you can use. Earlier versions of Windows would only allow you to use .bmp
(bitmap) files as wallpaper. Eventually .jpg files were added to the mix, and with XP other image file
types are available. ThumbsPlus will open more graphic formats than any other image viewer. With
ThumbsPlus there are no limitations. If you can see it in ThumbsPlus, ou can make wallpaper out of it.
ThumbsPlus will do whatever it needs to do, including converting the image, to make it work for you. |
love it. There is a brand new version out, so to download a free trial version or upgrade that older
version you already have, visit the ThumbsPlus website at http://cerious.com. It will make changing your
wallpaper easier than changing your socks!

Icon Themes ... E-Icons has been featured as a Tiny B B
Treasure in CompuQuickTips before, and will quickly |------_1—_-_—-1-- Ty S 640K ought
become your favorite once you give it a try. There are icon | <=t T to be enough”
sets galore available on the E-Icons website. It is amazing | == for anybody.
how a simple change of wallpaper and a new set of icons Mrgo Culak pywem schama | . - Bill Gates, 1981 -
can give your computer a whole new look. [anme ] P
http://www.deepgls.com/eicons/ T

Cursor Themes and Schemes ... Changing cursors and —ia P
pointers to reflect holidays or odd personal tastes can be

: - . i S w

fun, but distracting over the long haul. Instead of making i
sweeping changes, try sprucing up only a few items, like EERR Bt N
your main pointer (normal select) and maybe the old A L]
hourglass. The Internet is the place to go for fancy mouse Precesn Seea +
pointers and cursors. Just make sure you save your 3
downloaded goodies in a folder you can find easily. You Fm—— [onecetne ] [-eome: ]
don’t need any particularly special utility to change or e [——

organize cursors or mouse pointers. Click Start, Control
Panel, Switch to Classic View and click the Mouse icon. Click the Pointers tab and tweak to your heart’s
content. Click the pointer you want to change, then click the Browse button. Navigate to your private
stash of more interesting pointers and select the one you want to replace it with. Click once to select,
then click the Open button and you will see your new pointer on the main list. Click Apply to apply your
change and continue changing other pointers. If you develop a set you
particularly like, click the Save As button to save it as a Scheme. Feel free to ‘O’ Lange Outdoor Bubs &
mix it up. Before you know it, you will have several different flavors to choose

the next time you feel a need for a quick Windows dressup. Click OK to lock in T Miniature
all your changes and leave the Mouse Properties window. Click Cancel if you

want to change your mind and leave well enough alone. Tq.ﬂﬂ Fubs
Twinklebulbs ... Still one of my favorite ways to really the old machine intoa

holiday mood. It is has been around for years and you can download a free _G_Uum:reuts

trial at http://twinklebulbs.com. String holiday lights (not just Christmas!)

across your computer screen and listen to holiday music (midi files) in the " Phctaresl Bubs

background. There are even special holiday screensavers included. Fun! Fun!
Fun! I Fire Tr=e
Holiday Music ... Whatever you do, don’t forget the music! Seasonal music
. . . .. Fizza Slice
playing in the background can go a long way towards keeping that happy spirit ?
going strong. You can get started with a pretty good collection at http://
deckernet.com/shed/xmasmidi.htm. If you want more, use your search box on your browser and do a
search for holiday music or christmas midi files. You will probably be busy for days! Midi files are
electronic and are meant to play on your computer. You can also download and play MP3 files or simply
pop in your favorite holiday CD.




CompuQuickTips

November 2004 Volume 10 # 8 page 3

Trixie's Travels ...

My software
never has bugs.
It just develops
random features.

September 16, 2004 began as a normal day. Old Mrs. Wizard had left me on day and night (the way
she usually does) so | could always be ready for any inspirations that might come her way. | love the
special attention she gives me, making sure | always have the latest and greatest in anti virus protection
(AVG) and frequently checking my hard drive with AdAware and Spybot to make sure no spyware cooties
slow me down. My anti virus had done its nightly check at 11:30 the night before and when the old gal
woke up around 5:30 that morning, | was ready for the day!

Something was odd that morning. Mrs. Wizard was tossing recordable DVD's into my DVD drive and

_— making backups like crazy! She backed up everything in the My Documents folder, then went on to
L.%__b move several gig of audio files (she has a collection of audio books to die for!) to
m__'f.;_.;_'l recordable disks. Then she backed up again to the extra hard drive on the main

computer. What the heck was going on? Mrs. Wizard had always been great about doing
regular backups, but this was overkill.

When | saw my travel bag appear, | knew something special was about to happen. We were going
on a trip, and it wasn’t going to be a housecall. She was packing for a long one, and | was going with
her! She was a wild woman, running from room to room, tossing clothes in her bags, but she kept
coming over to me, patting my keyboard as if to assure me everything was going to be all right. Mrs.
Wizard is like that, always seeing to my special needs first. | did my best to let her know | was fine.

| knew it was time when she began loading my bag. She gave me a final pat and shut me down,
then disconnected my power cord and tucked me in. It is such a cosy, comfy bag! | snuggled down for a
nice nap, sure she would be needing me soon. No whining from my end. Nope! Not a bit!

| was awakend by all sorts of interesting sounds and felt myself pulled out of the car and strapped to
another bag with wheels. Well! At least she wouldn’t have to carry me much. I'm a bit on the hefty side
and not much fun to carry around for long periods of time. The wheelie thing was ok, except for the
occasional bump. | was lifted out a couple of times and a stranger opened me up, only to place me
back into my bag and run me through a machine. What the heck was going on?? The excitement
around me was definitely picking up! Then it dawned on me. We were going on a plane ride! |
remembered emails old Mrs. Wizard had sent and received over the last few months. Heck! This must
be the trip to England and the cruise she had been writing about. | was so happy to be included!

The plane ride wasn't much fun. | was used as a foot rest for over 7 hours. It was loud, and by the
time we finally stopped | had been vibrated nearly senseless. She finally pulled me out in a lovely room
in Southampton England and hit my ON button. She had to clean a lot of dust that had shaken loose all
over my keyboard. It sure felt good. England was a little cool, and it was rainy outside, but the room was
Ccosy.

The next morning | was tossed back into my bag and we were on our way to the ship. There was
more bumping and | was becoming very tired of being strapped to that wheelie thing. At last she picked
me up and carried me up the gangway. Whew! That thing had a bunch of steps! You should have seen
the old gal huffing and puffing by the time she got to the top with me in tow. | need to think about going
on a diet one of these days, or Mrs. Wizard needs to
get herself into better shape. She was pitiful!

The Caronia was a beautiful old ship, very British,
and | could tell old Mrs. Wizard was having a
wonderful time by the big smile on her face whenever
she came to our cosy little stateroom.

I loved helping in her computer classes on the
ship. The computer room was small, and there were
quite a few desktop computers lined up, but they
weren’t anything like me! It was a closed system (for
security reasons and to prevent viruses) and the
computers were pretty much limited to basic word
processing, Excel and PowerPoint. There were lots ——
of new faces and they all seemed to enjoy crowding around my screen to see how well XP could handle
digital cameras. She showed them IrfanView and Photoshop Elements and shared quite a few tips and
tricks. We couldn’t connect to the Internet but | was able to simulate it pretty well with all the webs Mrs.
Wizard had saved on me. The passengers were great and | had a lot of fun with them!

Mr. and Mrs. Wizard took hundreds of photos. At the end of every day, she hooked the camera to one
of my USB ports and sent them to a special folder on my desktop. | wasn't able to be with her much
while she and hubby were wandering around but the photos let me see everything! It was so GREEN in
Ireland, and my favorite photo was the one where old Mrs. Wizard was held upside down at the top of an
old castle wall (about 80 feet). She said she was “kissing the Blarney Stone.” She sure looked silly!
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Trixie's Travels ...

You can see by the second photo from the top of Blarney Castle
how high the tower was. The trouble that woman manages to
get herself into never ceases to amaze me! Can you imagine
kissing something that has had people’s lips all over it for 500
years?? Ewwwwww!

Mrs. Wizard always kept her eyes open for a way to connect
me to the Internet. She didn’'t have much luck, but she did
manage to find ONE Internet Café in Dublin. She loaded me into
my bag and hopped on a bus from the ship. The Internet Café
was a tiny place, but it had wireless Internet access that could be
purchased reasonably and she was anxious to catch up on her
email. She whined a bit about having to lug me up 3 flights of
narrow stairs (remind me to go on a diet one of these days), but
once she paid her money | was a screaming speed
demon. In less than two hours she had her Internet Fix.

The only other time | was able to connect to the
Internet was during our stay at the hotel in Southampton
(the Chilworth). After the cruise was over, Mr. and Mrs.
had planned to spend a few days exploring London and
Paris. Catching up on the news and reading her email
was really special for the old gal and I'm happy to have
been there for her. You wouldn'’t believe how bitchy she
could be after only a few days of no Internet access!

Sometimes on the ship, Mrs. Wizard would come into
our room, turn me on, and just look at my screen. She
ran AdAware on me once and (of course) | was clean as
a whistle. Heck | had to be...I hadn’t been on the Internet

long enough in the last two weeks to get into any trouble! Read my chips:
It was nice to know she still cared though. | kept thinking of all the neat experiences she was having No new
and to be honest, | was getting a little sick of spending so much time in my bag. It was smothering my upgrades!
creativity!

The last day in Southampton | could smell the excitement in the air as Mrs. Wizard connected to the
Internet one last time for a quick email check. | knew she was serious when she disconnected the
special adaptor from the wall that made my transformer fit England’s odd outlets and packed it carefully.
She shut me down and tucked me into my bag. Then the fun began. | was tossed into a really small
cab with the rest of the bags. I'll never know how that fellow got all their stuff in there! It was a rainy,
nasty, chilly day, but we were going HOME!

At the airport, all the bags were checked except mine (of course). There was more bouncing and
bumping on Scott Air for the first leg of our trip to Amsterdam. There was another wait for the final plane
to Memphis. The last stop would be home. Honestly, that seemed to be the longest. | was a footrest
again, and vibrated mercilessly. The engine noise was excruciating. | didn't think | was ever going to be
the same.

Finally we arrived in Memphis and my friend Kelly (Mrs. Wizard’s daughter)
was at the airport to meet us. We went straight home and the first thing Mrs.
Wizard did was hook me up to my RoadRunner connection, plug me in and turn
me on! Bless that woman! Traveling is fun, and it can be exciting, but there really
is NO PLACE LIKE HOME!

Within a few days | was completely back to normal, keeping track of Mrs.
Wizard’'s email, researching interesting tidbits on the Internet for her, and
flawlessly running her favorite graphic and web design programs. Now we can
really enjoy her trip!

favorite human’s face she had some very happy moments. There is no way | can
describe all the wonderful places we were able to visit but the photos old Mrs.
Wizard took do the job pretty well. We spent a few days going through them all
and put together a photo album to share. | hope you enjoy the beautiful old
buildings in Ireland, Spain, England and Paris. We even managed to slip in a few
photos of the old gal and her hubby! Just use the link below and have fun!

Warmest Regards,

Trixie http://mrswizard.com/europe_2004/
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BOCkUp40|| s http://www.backup4all.com/

There are plenty of backup programs available, but not many can pass the Mrs.
Wizard acid test for ease of use and kindness to your system and resources.
Backup4all passed with flying colors and | am pleased to include it as a Gem of a
backup program.

Backup4all by Softland is very easy to install and use. You can download (3.86 Mb) the full package
and use it for 30 days with no restrictions at all. Price ranges from $25 for the Mirror version to $45 for
the Professional version (with all the bells and whistles). This should give you plenty of time to decide

SENILE.COM to make it your primary backup
found... program and give it a permanent home |&
Out Of Memory on your computer.
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The first button on the left (at the
top of the main window) is where
your new backups begin. Itis a very
simple wizard and will guide you
through choosing what files you want
to backup, what kind of backup you
want to do, and where you want to
send them. Once you have your
| cfiech | Flack |_ | T backup planned, right click the icon
. = = i ; ~ | and choose Properties. When the

| - | - : . | Properties window appears, click any
of the icons on the left and make all
the changes you want. Uncheck files to remove them from the backup temporarily or highlight the line
and click the Remove button to remove it from the set permanently.

If you right click the actual folders in the main window and choose Properties, you can quickly see
how much space you will need for your backup. It doesn’t matter if you backup to a CD, or DVD. If you
need more space, it will prompt you to put in an additional CD. | really appreciated the way Backup4all
didn’t fuss about my DVD recorder. | braced myself for a brain cell drain, but it turned out to be a non-
issue. Thank you, Backup4all! | just chose the DVD drive as the destination, put in a fresh (blank)
recordable DVD (right out of the box), and the built-in burner in Backup4all did the rest.

You are never at the mercy of Backup4all when it comes to restoring your files. It uses Zip
compression when you choose to compress your files so they can be restored to any computer, even if
you don’t have Backup4all installed.

Backup4all makes backing up your personal files easy. Their website is a great education on
different types of backups (mirror, full backup, differential, and incremental backups). Spend some time
there, learn a lot, download Backup4all and give it a spin!
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ColorMania ... Color Picker

It is just a 586 Kb download, very easy to install, and a terrific FREEWARE tool. Web designers can
use it to quickly find just the right color for various parts of their websites. It is a wonderful tool if you like
to change your background colors on your desktop and want to get that perfect match. It has an
eyedropper for picking colors, as well as a screen magnifier. It will even display matching colors. My
daughter appreciated that. She said | needed all the extra help | could get!

Colors display in different formats. While it isn’'t necessarily something everyone would be
interested in, it will be valuable for some. It is very easy to use and very kind to your system
resources.

On the Blacksun website, you will also find a past
Treasure, X-Fonter. If you haven't picked it up, you should.
It is a Freeware font manager, and one of the best
available. It is less than a Mb to download and if you enjoy
working with different fonts

Two great Tiny Treasures!
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http://lusers.pandora.be/eclypse/ Ether Bunny

CrapCleaner ... Updated

My favorite FREEWARE CrapCleaner has a new version out and it just keeps getting better and
better! At 304 Kb, the download is quick and painless. Installation is easy and the program is very
straightforward. Just check what you want to clean and turn it loose. It even has a pretty good registry
cleaner under the Issues tab. Click the Scan for issues button and it will check your registry for
unnecessary or broken entries. You can go through the results and select just the items you want to
clean if you wish. When you are completely satisfied, click the Fix selected issues button and let it do its
job.

There is a nice
Check for updates link
on the main window now
that makes it easy to
always have the latest
version.
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Press F1 to belch.
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Mg, Wicarals SQUICKIIOS .., ;

“f’System Restore ... Say your computer works [3 Srtom Tock v B sesur
fine for a while, then for no apparent reason '_r.' Akrase Bock Bl oo i
seems to go on the fritz. Little glitches here & Cooutater d D Gl
and there, lockups, just not what it should be. mc ikt & Dk Defragmenter
Most of the time, this happens because of a = )
software installation. Windows XP can handle & I o T W
a lot, but there will always be something that 1" "'] g
can upset it one way or another. Configuration % Freves Comsshity fid - el
changes gone bad can also wreak havoc on ' e W SemPesion: oo

your system. Wouldn't it be nice if you could
tell your computer, “Go back to the way you were yesterday, PLLLLLEEEEEASE!”

System Restore to the rescue! It will “rewind” your computer to the way it was before you (or
something you installed) messed it up. To begin the System Restore process, click the Start button,
then All Programs, move the pointer to Accessories, then click System Tools and System Restore. It
is a very straightforward process. Just follow the directions and choose the day you want to go back
to.

System Restore isn't the same as a backup. It will only restore your operating system (system
files) back to their original condition.| It will not touch your email, Internet Explorer, History or Favorites
lists, cookies or any of your other personal files.

Outlook Express Automatic Cleanup ... Even when an email is deleted in Outlook Express, it isn’t really

New Security SP2 Internet Explorer ... If

gone until you empty the Deleted Items !
folder. This is not supposed to be a [MW

repository for email you might want to keep, .. B e e s
but it can come in handy for those “Oh My | e | e e e [ o
GOD! | didn’t mean to Delete it!” files. To

Cleaning Up Message

retrieve an errant email, simply click the
Deleted Items folder and drag the email

g B meeasages from the Deleted bems' folder on et
back to your inbox. It can get out of hand if a

e mressages when lsaning IMAR foldens

you don’t empty it regularly, making it B3 Compact messhges in the background
difficult, not to mention distracting, when [7] Delete read message bodes in newsgroups
you want to find accidental deletions. To BIOolote rows messages |5 1| days sfter being downloaded

make sure it stays nice and tidy, set Outlook
Express to automatically “take out the trash” every time you close the program. Click the word Tools
at the top of the Outlook Express main window, then Options. Click the Maintenance tab and put a
check next to Empty messages from the Deleted Items folder on exit.

you use Internet Explorer and have
upgraded your Windows XP to SP2,
you should notice a few changes.
There is a built in pop-up ad blocker
and more protection against potential
harmful downloads. Look for a new
information bar toward the top of your
main screen. When you open a site
with pop-ups or other (sometimes
necessary, and not necessarily bad)
web code, you will be temporarily
blocked from viewing the page or
pop-up. Click the notification bar to
view a detailed reason and make your
choice to view the page or not.
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SP2 Protection from Potentially Harmful Downloads ...
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Fie [ Wiew Favores Took  Fel i | without your permission, Internet Explorer with XP SP2 uses
y g =| the same Information Bar to let you know. It will appear to
Bak - iJ Tal | ) Bourch P . o : o .
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Editor's Desk

This FREE newsletter is dedicated to taking the mystery out of computers in an
entertaining, informative way. If you have any questions or comments, please, drop me
a line, give me a call or email me and let me know what you think and would like to see
addressed in future issues. | really enjoy hearing from you and am happy to help. You
can receive e-mail notification when this electronic version of CompuQuickTips is ready
each month by visiting Mrs. Wizard’'s Web listed below. You will be able to receive it as a
pdf file in your browser or save it on your desktop. Download the latest version of Adobe
Acrobat Reader for FREE at http://www.adobe.com.

Help support CompuQuickTips by ordering Mrs. Wizard’'s CD Essentials when you
visit http://mrswizard.com. Look in the Special Offer section for more information and
other ways to help. Due to popular demand, the latest version of the CD has ALL the
past newsletter issues (since 1995). Acrobat Reader (the latest version) is on the CD
for you to install with one click of your mouse, as well as lots of Mrs. Wizard’s favorite
graphic shareware programs. This is a terrific learning tool! Just pop in the CD and
have fun!

If you want ALL the daily quick tips in one place, as well as lots and lots of custom
wallpapers for your desktop, think about joining the Happy Dragon Club at the
mrswizard.com website. A very small (one time) donation will get you access to a
growing number of Members Only goodies.

Sincerely,

%&/Z@Q ONea!

&

Mrs. Wizard’'s Webs
http://mrswizard.com
http://compuquicktips.com

In December ...

Holiday Photo Magic
Using the Internet For Research

Your Personal Computer Tutor

Cindy O’Neal
1565 Wood Farms Drive
Cordova, TN 38016
901-753-6990 901-753-6039 (fax)
mrswizard@mrswizard.com

Mrs. Wizard's Web Design Team
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